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the entrepreneurship content in the 

NIFT curriculum. NIFT has initiater 

the setting up ofa design innovation 
incubator at three campuses (New 

Delhi, Bengaluru and Mumbai) to 
drive innovation in areas such as ath, 

leisure and smart wearable systems, 

Shobhit University, Meerut, focuses 
on cross-functional training to help 

develop entrepreneurs. For example, 

students of biomedical engineering 
are exposed to sales and services, 

too. Chancellor Kunwar Shekhar 

Vijendra says that the students have 

to spend time at some industry in the 
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In fact, corporates are both giving a 
big push to this fostering of entre- 

preneurship among students and 
benefitting by it. And the relation- 

ship between students and industry 

has become symbiotic lately. Rao, 
director of IT Delhi, says they started 
organising industry days on campus 
to connect with the industry, under- 
stand their problems and see if the 
institute's research could solve some 
of their problems. "If our students 
and faculty have a technology to 
solve a problem, can they as a team 
start a company and deliver their 

solution to society? So we started to 
work more on the delivery aspect 
of it" says Rao. "RandD was always 
research and development. For us it 
is relevance and delivery as well" 

About 300 industries come to the 
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campus on industry day. The PhD 

students demonstrate their work 
Shri Ram College of Commerce 

Delhi 506 

and faculty members give thematic 
talks on research being done. If an 
industry is interested in working in a 
particular area, they can start Centres 
of Excellence, fund these and leave 
their problems there so that solutions 
could be found. Industries can also 
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engage a faculty member for doing 
sponsored research, or fund a faculty 
member and provide resources to 
find solutions to a problem in a year 
or two. If the problem is short term, 
they can engage the faculty member 
as consultant. 
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even survive: in our systcin any nor 

there is so much of emphasis on 
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research" he points out. 

Prolessor Souvik Bhattacharyya, 
vice-chancellor of BrTS Pilani, says 
that industry engagenent is one of 

the cornerstones of the institute's 

cducational philosophy. Ihere is a 

sustained and immersive industry 

experience for the student, struc- 
tured in two stages. The first is an 

eight-week exposure at the end of 
two years, and the second a twen 

ty-two-weck engagement in a live 

assignment, both organised on the

industry premises, with the guidance 
and mentoring of experts from the 
industry, and under the supervision 
and instruction provided by faculty 
members. 
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"Ihe model has ensured value for 35 Osmania University College For Women Hyderabad 261 
all stakeholders, the students, the 
industry, and the institute" he says, 

elaborating that for the industry, 
the programme offers a continuous 
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B.K. Birla College Of Arts, Science and 8 Mumbai 244 Commerce 
stream of well-educated and skilled 39 Guru Nanak College 

Chennai 243 manpower leading to increased 
productivity, an opportunity for 
branding and to attract potential 
recruits, and access to expertise from 
academia. The students get an op- 
portunity to do engineering, for ca- 
reer planning, for overal personality 
development, and an aid to a smooth 
transition to the profession. Also, the 
involvement from the industry is at 
the level of founders, co-founders, 
and CEOs who themselves come and 
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take classes. According to Bhattacha- 
ryya, a spin-off benefit is a significant 
number of pre-placement offers of 

employment. 
BITS as an institute, to00, gains. For 
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