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of the former US president Barack
Obama. They interacted with the stu-
dents and the faculty and gave them a
presentation

“As the institute is under the minis-
tryof tourism, it acts as a consultant to
Air India crew members and partici-
pates in their training programmes,”
said Dr Raj Kumar Gupta, dean (aca-
demics). “We also train the mess staff
members from different defence and
paramilitary forces and the Air Force
in catering and hospitality services.”
, ‘ How do these colleges continue to
| be at the top of their game? “There
is a continuous effort to update the
facilities in the institution that in turn
provide the springboard for students
to excel,” said Prof R. Venkata Rao,
vice chancellor, National Law School
of India University, Bengaluru.
| Established in 1988, the school was a
| game-changer in legal education with
its focus on innovation. Teachers
! here have the freedom to design and

develop the syllabus and the course
content, keeping in view the emerg-
ing trends in law. “New programmes
like public policy, cyber laws, various
aspects of corporate law provide the
| impetus. We always offer our pro-
| grammes keeping in view the diverse
| and varied stakeholders including
industry,” said Rao.

And, where should these colleges
take it from here? Baliga said the
senior faculty of the top colleges
should not restrict themselves to
their campuses but regularly visit
corporate houses and companies and
understand their needs and require-

ments. “I feel that there should be
regular conversations between the
college faculty, principals and the
CEOs and the board members of some
of the top-notch firms in the country.
Only then would they realise how
times are changing and in this age of
cut-throat competition what are the
needs of industry. In a country which
produces the highest number of engi-
neers in the world, a majority of them
are unemployable as they lack the
basic soft skills which are required to

survive in a corporate environment,”
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